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Dear participants, 

As chair of the national committee for celebrat-
ing the Centenary of Women’s Rights to Vote in 
Norway, I am honored to welcome visitors from 
all over Norway and from all over the world to 
Oslo, Norway,  and to the conference Women, 
Power and Politics about The Road to Sustaina-
ble Democracy. 
             Norway is often seen as one of the best 
countries to live in. Still, a number of challenges 
to gender equality remain and new gender relat-
ed issues keep surfacing in Norway. This year, as  
we celebrate the Centenary for Women’s right  
to vote in Norway, we have to acknowledge that  
an equal society where women participate on  
an equal footing with men socially, politically  
or economically, still does not exist in any part  
of the world. 
             This is why equal opportunities and rights 
for all – women and men, girls and boys – which 
are basic human rights, still is at the top of the 
international agenda as well as on national 
agendas, not only in Norway,  but in many other 
countries too.
             An equal society does not just happen by 
itself; it is often a result of long and hard political 
struggle. When our foremothers and -fathers 
started the fight a hundred and fifty years ago, 
they argued for equal rights for girls and women. 
This is a fight that still goes on in far too many 
countries today. In many parts of the world,  
women’s political and economic participation  
are still very limited. Many women lack control 
over their own sexuality and fertility or they 
experience gender-based violence. This is all a 
result of gender inequality and it undermines a 

sustainable develop- 
ment and economic 
growth. 
             Structures of most 
societies, including 
Norway, may discrimi-
nate against women. 
The inequality in power 
results in lower status 
for women, which in many cases are reinforced 
by political, economic and social discrimination. 
It gravely reduces women’s and girls’ ability to 
exercise their fundamental human rights.  
             We all know that an active civil society is of  
crucial importance for true democracy and 
development. Voluntary organizations and other 
civil society organizations play an increasingly 
important role all over the world today, by 
mobilizing  for change in society   and by raising 
awareness about human rights issues and 
violations.
             Through this conference, our Centenary’s 
aim is to address gender equality in an inter-
national perspective. As you can see from this 
program, many prominent and hard working 
women (and two man), most certainly will point 
out the remaining challenges, but also inspire 
and encourage us for further action. 
             In solidarity with women fighting for basic 
human rights and democracy around the world, 
I wish you all an inspiring conference.

Kind regards, 

Kirsti Kolle Grøndahl,
Chair, National Centenary Committee 

Women, Power and Politics: 
The Road to Sustainable Democracy

Venue:
 
 Radisson Blu Scandinavia Hotel  , Holbergsgt 30, 0166 Oslo, Norway  

Registration: 
 
 From 8 AM on Thursday, 8:30 AM on Friday, in the foyer. Pick up your name tag 
 and information bag. 

 All participants must wear their name tags clearly visible throughout the conference. 

Lunch: 

 At the hotel restaurants for all participants. Please wear your name tag for access.
 
Reception at Oslo City Hall, Thursday November 14th 
 
 Cocktail reception from 5PM-7PM. Due to security, participants  must carry the 
 offical invitations. 

Internet - WIFI Connection 

 Free WiFi access for all participants. 

 Please follow these steps in order to log on to the wireless internet:

 •  Connect to “Radisson Guest”
 •  Open internet browser
 •  For computers – choose “other login options” / for mobile telephone 
     – choose “this page”
 •  Click on “Meeting Delegate”
 •  Accept terms and conditions and click “Continue”
 •  Click on “Scandinavia”
 •  Meeting Delegate Code: Blu

 #WPPOslo

Practical Information
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Dear Conference 
participants,

On behalf of FOKUS – 
Forum for Women and 
Development it gives me 
great pleasure to welcome 
you to the international 
highlight of the Norwegian 

Women´s Suffrage Centenary. It is appropriate 
not only to look at what has been achieved in 
Norway during the past 100 years – and what is 
still left to be achieved, but that we also look at 
the world around us.
             As we move towards 2015 and assess the 
UN Millennium Development Goals it is being 
said that there are more women than ever in 
parliaments. The number of women members of 
parliament globally increased to 20.4 per cent at 
the end of 2012 from 19.6 per cent at the begin-
ning of 2012—still far short of gender parity but 
a rare annual increase of nearly one percentage 
point. Only about 30 countries have 30 percent 
or more women in parliament. We have almost 
achieved equality when it comes to having the 
same right to cast our vote, but we still lack 
access to power and influence. More than 50 
percent of members of political parties globally 
are women, but only 10 percent have leadership 
positions. 
             In many countries, gender inequality 
persists and women continue to face discrimina-
tion in access to education, work and economic 
assets, and participation in government. For 
example,  
in every developing region, women tend to hold 

less secure jobs than men, with fewer social 
benefits. As the UN says that Development 
Goal 1 has been achieved – halving extreme 
poverty – reality is that men have been pulled out 
and women have been left behind. 70 percent 
of those living in extreme poverty today are 
women. Violence against women continues to 
undermine efforts to reach all goals. 
             In the ongoing process to discuss what 
comes after the UN Millennium Development 
Goals we have to demand more to actually be 
able to achieve equality by 2030. To eliminate 
extreme poverty we have to look at gender 
equality and women´s empowerment in a totally 
different way and with a totally different priority 
than it has been given up until today.
             As we come together for this conference we 
look back to learn from each other and look to 
the future to break new barriers.
             On behalf of FOKUS I want to thank PRIO 
for the opportunity to cooperate closely on 
organizing this conference. I also join PRIO  in 
thanking the Suffrage Centenary Committee for 
giving us the chance to organize the conference 
and to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Minis-
try of Children, Equality and Social Inclusion for 
funding.

Gro Lindstad
Executive Director
FOKUS - Forum for Women and Development

Dear Conference participants,

It is with great pleasure that PRIO welcomes 
you to the conference Women, Power and 
Politics – the Road to Sustainable Democracy. 
The conference is the final event in a long series 
of celebrations marking the Women’s Suffrage 
Centenary (1913-2013) in Norway. PRIO is proud 
to contribute to the occasion by co-organizing 
this conference with FOKUS on behalf of the 
Suffrage Centenary Committee.  
             Why should PRIO as an international re-
search institute celebrate a national anniversary 
for women’s suffrage?  Established in 1959, 
PRIO is the oldest peace research institute in 
the world and has a long tradition of conducting 
research that asks critical and unconventional 
questions about peace and conflict. Further-
more, PRIO has a legacy of conducting emancipa-
tory research by giving a voice to marginalized 
groups in societies around the world. Contribut-
ing to the celebration of the women’s suffrage 
centenary is a natural extension of this legacy. 
After a year of celebrating gains in women’s 
rights and women’s empowerment in Norway, the 
purpose of this conference is to bring the Nor-
wegian public’s attention to the women’s global 
situation. Through many years of dedicated 
research, PRIO has a particular interest in wom-
en’s rights in conflict, and women’s contributions 
to conflict prevention, conflict resolution and 
peacebuilding. 
             UN Security Council resolution 1325 on 
women, peace and security is the point of 
departure for PRIO’s research on the inter-
sections of gender, peace and conflict. This 

resolution stresses the 
importance of women’s 
equal participation and full 
involvement in all efforts 
for the maintenance and 
promotion of peace and 
security. Thirteen years 
after its adoption, women 
are still marginalized in 
decision-making processes regarding conflict 
prevention and resolution. This conference will 
shed light on some of the reasons for why this 
is the case, and discuss what can be done to im-
prove women’s representation and participation 
in processes that affect them. 
             We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank FOKUS and the Suffrage Centenary Com-
mittee for the cooperation and the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Ministry of Children, Equality 
and Social Inclusion for providing funding for the 
conference.
            On behalf of the PRIO Gender, Conflict and 
Peacebuilding Project.

Torunn L. Tryggestad   

FORUM FOR WOMEN AND
DEVELOPMENT
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Day Two: 
The Road to Sustainable Democracy

Solveig Horne
Minister of Children, Equality and Social Inclusion 

Ms. Solveig Horne is the Minister of Children, Equality and Social Inclusion, representing  
the Progress Party. Earlier she was a Member of the Norwegian Parliament (Stortinget,  
since 2005). From 2009  to present she was First Vice Chair on the Standing Committee on 
Family and Cultural Affairs. In the previous period she has been a member of the Standing 
Committee on Justice. As a MP she has been substitute member of the delegation to the 
Nordic Council and the delegation to the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly. She has also been  
a member of the Progress Party Group Steering Committee in Parliament. In 1995 she  

started her political career as a member of the Sola municipal executive council (in Rogaland County), and she was  
a member until 2007. Between 1995 and 2004 she held several positions as member/chair of the Progress Party,  
organizations, committees and commisions at local, county and national level.  From 1999 to 2005 she was a member  
of the Rogaland County council, and the last two years as member of the Executive Committee.  She is educated as  
a journeyman retail butcher and worked from 1990-1996 as a fresh foods manager. 

Day One:
Session One: Opening of Conference

Kirsti Kolle Grøndahl
Chair of the National Centenary Committee 

Ms. Kirsti Kolle Grøndahl is a prominent Norwegian politician and member of the Labour 
Party. For the last four years she has been Chair of the National Committee in charge of  
celebrating The Centenary for Women’s Rights to Vote in Norway. In her long political  
career she was from 1993-2001 Norway’s first and so far only female speaker of  Parliament.  
During her two-terms  tenure as speaker Ms. Kolle Grøndahl led and reformed the Parliament 
and won respect in all political parties. As one of eight female ministers in Gro Harlem 
Brundtland’s world famous “female cabinet” 1986, consisting of 44 per cent women,  
Ms Kolle Grøndahl was appointed Minister for Church and Education, later she became Minister of Development.  
             Ms. Kolle Grøndahl started her political career as member of the municipality council before she was elected to 
parliament in 1977, serving  her local constituency in Buskerud County for almost 25 years.  In 2001 she was appointed 
Governor in Buskerud County, a position she resigned from just recently as she turned 70 years September 2013. 

Day One:
Session One: Opening of Conference

Gro Harlem Brundtland
Former Norwegian Prime Minister and Member of The Elders 

An energetic blend of stateswoman, physician, manager, politician, and international  
activist, Dr. Gro Harlem Brundtland has always led the world on issues of global significance. 
For over four decades, she has been dedicated to global interdependence, focusing on 
promoting sustainable development, increasing environmental awareness, and advocating 
for good health as a basic human right. 
            Dr. Brundtland spent ten years as a physician and scientist, and 20 years in public office, including serving  
as Prime Minister of Norway for more than ten years - the first woman, and the youngest person to ever do so.  
She was Chair of the World Commission of Environment and Development, and the first female Director-General  
of the World Health Organization. 
            Her forward-thinking and global awareness continues to elevate her worldwide profile. She has served as UN  
Special Envoy on Climate Change, seeking ways to balance human enterprise and the planet’s limits. The guiding force 
behind the “Brundtland Report” on sustainability over 25 years ago, she maintains her focus on the developmental 
impact of climate change and global warming. 
            As Deputy Chair of The Elders, a group founded in 2007 by Nelson Mandela, chaired by Kofi Annan with fellow  
members as Martti Ahtissari, Ela Bhatt, Lakhdar Brahimi, Fernando Enrique Cardoso, Jimmy Carter, Gracha Machel,  
Mary Robinson and Archbishop Desmond Tutu, she contributes her wisdom, independent leadership, and integrity to 
tackling the world’s toughest problems, aiming to make the world a better place.

Day One:
Session One: Opening of Conference

Ingvild Næss Stub
State Secretary of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Ingvild Næss StubStub is State Secretary of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
She represents the Conservative Party. Stub is 35 years old and holds a Master of Science 
in EU Policy Making from LSE. She has taken different positions in the political sphere 
including political advisor for the Conservative Party Parliamentary Group and head of 
information for the European Movement in Norway.

Opening conference on behalf of the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
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Day One :
Session Three: Parity as a Tool for Women’s Political Participation 

Helen Clark
Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme

 Helen Clark became the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme 
in April 2009, and is the first woman to lead the organization. She is also the Chair of the 
United Nations Development Group, a committee consisting of the heads of all UN funds, 
programmes and departments working on development issues.
              Prior to her appointment with UNDP, Helen Clark served for nine years as Prime Minis-
ter of New Zealand, serving three successive terms from 1999 - 2008. Throughout her tenure 
as Prime Minister, Helen Clark engaged widely in policy development and advocacy across  

the international, economic, social and cultural spheres.
             Helen Clark advocated strongly for New Zealand’s comprehensive programme on sustainability and for tackling 
the problems of climate change. Her objectives have been to establish New Zealand as being among the world’s leading 
nations in dealing with these challenges. Helen Clark was also an active leader of her country’s foreign relations and 
policies, engaging in a wide range of international issues. As Prime Minister, Helen Clark was a member of the Council  
of Women World Leaders, an international network of current and former women presidents and prime ministers whose 
mission is to mobilize the highest-level women leaders globally for collective action on issues of critical importance to 
women and equitable development.

Day Two:
Session Five: The Arab Spring and Women’s Role in Emerging Democracies

Shirin Ebadi
Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Human Rights Advocate  

Shirin Ebadi, J.D., was awarded the 2003 Nobel Peace Prize for her efforts to promote human 
rights, in particular, the rights of women, children, and political prisoners in Iran.  
She is the first Muslim woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, and only the fifth Muslim  
to receive a Nobel Prize in any field.
             Dr. Ebadi was one of the first female judges in Iran. She served as president of the 
city court of Tehran from 1975 to 1979 and was the first Iranian woman to achieve Chief 

Justice status. She, along with other women judges, was dismissed from that position after the Islamic Revolution in 
February 1979. She was made a clerk in the court she had once presided over, until she petitioned for early retirement. 
After obtaining her lawyer’s license in 1992, Dr. Ebadi set up private practice. As a lawyer, Dr. Ebadi has taken on many 
controversial cases defending political dissidents and as a result has been arrested numerous times. In addition to being 
an internationally-recognized advocate of human rights, she has also established many non-governmental organizations 
in Iran, including the Centre for Supporters of Human Rights which aim was to improve the status of human rights in Iran 
and support victims of violation of human rights.
 Dr. Ebadi is also a university professor and often students from outside Iran take part in her human rights training  
courses. She has published over 70 articles and 13 books dedicated to various aspects of human rights, some of which 
have been published by UNICEF.  In 2004, she was named by Forbes Magazine as one of the 100 most powerful women  
in the world.
             In January 2006, along with sister Laureate Jody Williams, Dr. Ebadi took the lead in establishing the Nobel  
Women’s Initiative.

Day One :
Session One: Opening of Conference 

Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka 
United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive Director of UN Women 

Ms. Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka is United Nations Under-Secretary-General and Executive 
Director of UN Women. She was sworn into office on 19 August 2013 and brings a wealth of 
experience and expertise to this position having devoted her career to issues of human rights, 
equality and social justice. Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka has worked in government, private sector and 
civil society and was actively involved in the struggle to end apartheid in her home country of 
South Africa.
             From 2005 to 2008, she served as Deputy President of South Africa, overseeing  
programmes to combat poverty and bring the advantages of a growing economy to the poor, 
with a particular focus on women. Prior to this, she served as Minister of Minerals and Energy from 1999 to 2005  
and Deputy Minister in the Department of Trade and Industry from 1996 to 1999. She was a Member of Parliament  
from 1994 to 1996 as part of South Africa’s first democratic government.
             Ms. Mlambo-Ngcuka began her career as a teacher and gained international experience as a coordinator at  
the World YWCA in Geneva, where she established a global programme for young women. She is the founder of the  
Umlambo Foundation, which supports leadership and education. A longtime champion of women’s rights, she is  
affiliated with several organizations devoted to education, women’s empowerment and gender equality. 

Day One :
Session Two – International Legal Instruments for Women’s Rights

Louise Arbour 
President & CEO of the International Crisis Group  
Louise Arbour took over as President & CEO of the International Crisis Group in July 2009. 
From 2004 to 2008 she served as the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights.
             A Canadian national, Ms. Arbour began an academic career in 1974 at Osgoode Hall 
Law School of York University in Toronto. In December 1987 she was appointed to the 
Supreme Court of Ontario, and in 1990 to the Court of Appeal for Ontario. In 1995, as Com-
missioner of an inquiry into the Prison for Women in Kingston, Ontario she produced a report 
which accelerated the move towards modern institutions specifically designed to meet the 
security and programming needs of women inmates.
In 1996, Ms. Arbour was appointed by the Security Council of the United Nations as Chief Prosecutor for the Internation-
al Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and for Rwanda. After three years as Prosecutor, she resigned to take up 
an appointment to the Supreme Court of Canada.
             Ms. Arbour has received 39 honorary degrees and is affiliated with many distinguished professional societies 
and organisations. In 2009, she became a member of the Advisory Board for the 2011 World Bank Development Report: 
‘Conflict, Security and Development’; in 2010, she joined the Global Commission on Elections, Democracy and Security; 
and in April 2011, became a member of the Global Commission on Drug Policy.
Ms. Arbour is a Companion of the Order of Canada (2007) and a Grande Officière de l’Ordre national du Quebec (2009). 
She is the recipient of numerous medals and awards, including the Franklin D. Roosevelt Freedom from Fear Award 
(2000) and the French Legion of Honour (2010). Alongside former President of Brazil Luis Inácio Lula da Silva,  
Ms. Arbour received the North-South Prize of the Council of Europe in March 2011.
             Louise Arbour was born in Montreal, Quebec and has three children.
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Day One :
Session Three: Parity as a Tool for Women’s Political Participation

Bineta Diop  :
Founder and President of Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS)

Ms. Bineta Diop of Senegal is the Founder and President of Femmes Africa Solidarité (FAS). 
She has led numerous peacebuilding programmes, including a women, peace and security 
initiative, the Mano River Women’s Peace Network, which was awarded the United Nations 
General Assembly Prize in Human Rights in 2003.   
             Ms. Diop has led teams to observe elections in post-conflict countries such as Liberia 
and peace missions in crisis situations, as in the case of the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC) and Guinea. She has facilitated peace talks among women, particularly during the Bu-

rundi and the DRC peace negotiations. Ms. Diop played an instrumental role in achieving gender parity within the African 
Union Commission in 2003.   
             Ms Diop is a member of many boards and has served in the UN Women International Civil Society Advisory Group. 
In March 2010, she co-chaired the high-level Civil Society Advisory Group on Resolution 1325 with H.E. Mary Robinson.   
Ms. Diop has received numerous honours and awards. In 2011, Time Magazine has declared Bineta Diop as one of the 100 
Most Influential People in the World. In 2012, she was given the title of Doctor Honoris Causa by the United Nations-
mandated University for Peace. She also received the French “Légion d’Honneur” and the “Swiss Award” in January 2013. 
In March, she was given the 2013 Woman of Distinction Award by the NGO Committee on the Status of Women in New 
York.   Ms Diop is currently completing her Ph.D in International Relations and Diplomacy. 

Day One:
Session Three: Parity as a Tool for Women’s Political Participation

Helga Hernes
Senior Advisor at PRIO  

Ms. Helga Hernes is Senior Advisor at PRIO since 2006. Before that she was  
Norwegian ambassador to Bern, Switzerland, to Vienna and the UN organizations, and  
to Slovakia. She has been Special Envoy for Peacekeeping Operations in the Ministry of  
Foreign Affairs and has also served as State Secretary at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
for the Labor Government. She has been executive director of CICERO (Center for Inter- 

national Climate and Environmental Research) as well as the Social Science Research Institute in Oslo, where she  
directed the Gender Research Program. She has also been Associate Professor at the University of Bergen and 
Adjunct Professor at the University of Oslo. She has published books and articles on a wide variety of topics, and  
has served in numerous Public Service functions both in Norway and abroad. She is one of the principal authors of  
the Norwegian Government’s National Action Plan on the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325  
on Women, Peace and Security (2006). 

Day One  Women, Power and Politics 

08:30-09:00 Registration and Coffee/Tea

Session One: Opening of Conference 

Moderator: Inger Skjelsbæk, Deputy Director, PRIO

09:00-09:10 Welcome by Kirsti Kolle Grøndahl, President of the National Centenary Committee 

09:10-09:25 Opening Speech by Børge Brende, Norwegian Minister of Foreign Affairs 

09:25-10:00 Women’s Political Participation – Essential for Global Sustainable Development
  Keynote Speech by Gro Harlem Brundtland, Former Norwegian Prime Minister and 
  Member of The Elders 

10:00-10:30 Phumzile Mlambo-Ngcuka, Executive Director UN Women 

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break

Session Two – International Legal Instruments for Women’s Rights

Moderator: Ingunn Ikdahl, Faculty of Law, University of Oslo 

11:00-11:30  Keynote Speech: Louise Arbour, President and Chief Executive Officer, International 
  Crisis Group (and Former High Commissioner for Human Rights) 

11:30-12:00  Comments by: 
  Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, member of UN CEDAW Committee, professor, Faculty 
  of Law and Director of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement 
  of the Status of  Women at Bar-Ilan University, Israel

  Kate Lappin, Regional Coordinator of the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and 
  Development (APWLD)

12:00-12:30 Q & A

12:30-14:00 Lunch 

Conference Programme 
Radisson Blu Scandinavia Hotel
Oslo, 14-15 November 2013
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Session Three: Parity as a Tool for Women’s Political Participation

Moderator:  Helga Hernes, Senior Advisor, PRIO

14:00-14:30 The Use of Parity Worldwide – Experiences and Lessons Learned   
  Keynote Speech:  Drude Dahlerup, Professor of Political Science, Stockholm University

14:30-15:00 Comments by: 
  Bineta Diop, Founder and President – Femmes Africa Solidarité
 
15:00-15:30 Q and A
  Closing of Day One

17:00-19:00 Cocktail Reception in the Oslo City Hall
  Hosted by Fabian Stang, Mayor of Oslo 

Day Two: The Road to Sustainable Democracy
09:00-09:15 Opening Speech – Day Two
  Solveig Horne, Minister of Children, Equality and Social Inclusion 

Session Four: The Effect of the Global Financial Crisis on Women

Moderator: Gro Lindstad, Executive Director, FOKUS – Forum for Women and Development   

09:15-09:45 Keynote Speech by Helen Clark, Administrator, United Nations    
  Development Programme (UNDP) 

09:45-10:15  Comments by 
  Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs State secretary Hans Brattskar
  
  Radhika Balakrishnan: Executive Director of the Center for Women’s Global 
  Leadership and Professor, Women’s and Gender Studies at Rutgers University 

10:15-10:45 Q & A 

10:45-11:00 Coffee/Tea Break

Session Five: The Arab Spring and Women’s Role in Emerging Democracies 

Moderator: Bente Angell-Hansen, Secretary-General of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

11:00-11:30  Shirin Ebadi, Nobel Peace Prize Laureate and Human Rights Advocate

11:30-12:00 Comments by Madeleine Rees, Secretary General at Women’s International 
  League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF) 

  Hibaaq Osman, CEO and Founder of Karama – Dignity and Equality, a Cairo-based 
  organisation working in the entire Middle East

12:00-12:30 Q & A

12:30-13:30 Lunch Break

Session Six: Women’s Participation in Peace Processes

Moderator: Torunn L. Tryggestad, Researcher, PRIO 

13:30-14:00 Sanam Anderlini, Co-founder of the International Civil society Action Network (ICAN)

14:00-14:30 Comments by
  Bandana Rana, President of Saathi and member of the Global Network of Women 
  Peacebuilders (the case of Nepal)

  Adriana María Benjumea, Director, Humanas (the case of Colombia)
    
14:30-15:00 Q & A

15:00-15:15 Coffee/Tea Break

Closing Session: Looking to the Future 

Moderator:   Rina Mariann Hansen, Labour Party politician and chair of FOKUS Board 

15:15-16:15   Hala Al Dosari, Researcher of health services and women’s rights advocate, 
  Saudi Arabia.  

  Khalida Popal, Women’s rights activist and former captain of the National Afghan 
  women’s football team

16:15-16:30 Closing 
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Day Two:
Closing Session: Looking to the Future  

Hala Aldosari 
Researcher of health services and women’s rights advocate, Saudi Arabia

Dr. Hala Aldosari, is a health researcher and advocate of women’s rights in Saudi Arabia. Her 
academic research is focused on violence against women and the health sector preparedness.  
She works as a consultant for the Saudi Ministry of Health in research and studies depart-
ment. Currently, she is a fellow pre-scholar at John Hopkins University studying women’s 
health and violence against women. She is an advocate of women empowerment,  
by conducting workshops and engaging in public speaking and writings. Her writings deal with 
women’s rights in Saudi Arabia and the public policies related to women’s empowerment.  

She maintains a blog for Saudi women’s rights where translation of relevant international treaties and reports are 
presented in Arabic as well as guidelines for victims of domestic violence. Her blogs and writings in Arabic and in English 
can be found at (about.me/hala_aldosari).

Day Two:
Session Six: Women’s Participation in Peace Processes

Sanam Naraghi Anderlini
Founder and Executive Director of the Interna¬tional Civil Society Action Network (ICAN)  
Ms. Sanam Naraghi Anderlini is the Founder and Executive Director of the International 
Civil Society Action Network (ICAN) that specializes in opening political space for women 
in conflict situations. She is a former UN Standby Team expert on Gender. She has provided 
expert-level support to the drafting of Security Council resolutions 1325 (2000) and 1820 
(2008), and worked as an advisor on gender issues for the World Bank, Department of 

Peacekeeping Operations, DPA, Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs and the United Kingdom. She was 
also the Director of the Women Waging Peace Policy Commission at the Institute for Inclusive Security, and was a Senior 
Policy Advisor at a London-based think tank, International Alert

Day Two:
Session Five: The Arab Spring and Women’s Role in Emerging Democracies 

Bente Angell-Hansen
Secretary General of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

Bente Angell-Hansen is Secretary General of the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Before starting her diplomatic career in 1979, she worked at the Ministry of Trade and  
Shipping and was a research fellow at the Norwegian Institute of International Affairs. 
             Ms Angell-Hansen’s first posting abroad was in Canberra in the early 1980s. Later she 
held various positions in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, for example as Assistant Director 
General in both the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Affairs and the 
Department of External Economic Affairs. She was Chief of Protocol between 1998 and 
2000, and Director General of the Department of International Affairs at the Office of the Prime Minister for five years 
until 2005. 
She was also Ambassador to Hungary and Ambassador and Permanent Representative in the Permanent Missions of 
Norway in Geneva, before returning to Oslo to take up her present post as Secretary General in August 2011. In Geneva 
Angell-Hansen was the Vice-president in the UN Human Rights Council. Ms Bente Angell-Hansen has a degree from the 
University of Oslo, where she specialised in international politics. 

Day Two:
Session Four: The Effect of the Global Financial Crisis on Women

Radhika Balakrishnan
Executive Director, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and Professor 

 Radhika Balakrishnan, Executive Director, Center for Women’s Global Leadership, and 
Professor, Women’s and Gender Studies, Rutgers University, has a Ph.D. in Economics from 
Rutgers University. Previously, she was Professor of Economics and International Studies at 
Marymount Manhattan College. She has worked at the Ford Foundation as a program officer 
in the Asia Regional Program. She is currently on the Board of the Center for Constitutional 
Rights and the International Association for Feminist Economics and was the Chair of the Board of the US Human Rights 
Network from 2008 to 2012. She is the co-editor with Diane Elson of Economic Policy and Human Rights: Holding  
Governments to Account (Zed Books, 2011). She is the author of Why MES with Human Rights: Integrating Macro 
Economic Strategies with Human Rights (Marymount Manhattan College, 2005). She edited The Hidden Assembly Line: 
Gender Dynamics of Subcontracted Work in a Global Economy (Kumarian Press, 2001), co-edited Good Sex: Feminist 
Perspectives from the World’s Religions, with Patricia Jung and Mary Hunt (Rutgers University Press, 2000), and also 
authored numerous articles that have appeared in books and journals. Professor Balakrishnan’s work focuses on gender 
and development, gender and the global economy, human rights and economic and social rights. Her research and  
advocacy work has sought to change the lens through which macroeconomic policy is interpreted and critiqued by  
applying international human rights norms to assess macroeconomic policy
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Day One:
Session Three: Parity as a Tool for Women’s Political Participation

Drude Dahlerup
Professor of political science at Stockholm University

She is a Danish citizen, educated from University of Aarhus in Denmark. She has published  
extensively on women in politics, quota systems, the women’s movements and feminist 
theory. She edited the first global analyses on electoral gender quotas: Women, Quotas and 
Politics (Routledge 2006). Her most recent book was published July 2013: Breaking Male 
Dominance in old Democracies (with Monique Leyenaar, Oxford University Press 2013). 
             Together with International IDEA and the Inter-Parliamentary Union she and her 
research team are operating the global web site on quotas: www.quotaproject.org . She has worked as a consultant  
on women’s political empowerment and quota systems in Sierra Leone and Cambodia (for UNDP), in Kosovo, and 
most recently in Tunisia and Egypt (for IPU) and China and Moldova (for UNWomen). She is member of the Global 
Civil Society Advisory Group to the director of UNWomen. 
             Her most recent project is “New Avenues for Women in Public Life in the Arab Region” (2012-14) in partnership 
with CAWTAR, Center of Arab Women Training and Research, based in Tunis. 
E-mail: drude.dahlerup@statsvet.su.se

DayTwo:
Session Four: The Effect of the Global Financial Crisis on Women

Hans Brattskar
State Secretary, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs

State Secretary HansBrattskar (b. 1956) has a longstanding career in the Norwegian diplo-
matic service. He served as the Norwegian Ambassador to Kenya and Norway’s representa-
tivetoUN agenciesinNairobi from March to October 2013. Prior to that, he was Director Gen-
eral and Special Envoy for Climate Change at the Ministry of the Environment, and Director 
for the Norwegian Government’s International Climate and Forest Initiative. Brattskar was 
Special Adviserfor Peacebuilding Operationsin the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 2007-2008, 
and Ambassador toSriLanka from2003 to 2007. Brattskar has been Chief of Staff for the 

Minister for International Development and has been stationed at the embassies in Washington, DC, and Kuala Lumpur.

Day Two:
Closing Session: Looking to the Future  

Rina Mariann Hansen
Labour Party politician and chair of FOKUS Board 

 Rina Mariann Hansen, Chairperson of the FOKUS Board of Directors and vice-chairof the 
Finance committee in Oslo City Council, representing the Labour party.Hansen has held a 
number of positions within the Norwegian Labour Party, mainly in the local Oslo branch. She 
has been an advocate of women’s political empowerment and gender equality throughout her 
political career. Hansen has also been an important force in the success of the Women Can Do It project. 
As a trainer and organizer of this project she has contributed to politically empower women in the Balkans, 
the Middle East and in Africa. She holds a masters in Government from the University of Oslo.

Day Tow:
Session Six: Women’s Participation in Peace Processes

Adriana Benjumea
Lawyer and the director of Corporación Humanas in Colombia 

Adriana Benjumea is feminist lawyer and the director of Corporación Humanas in Colombia,  
a regional center for human rights and gender justice. Together with other like-minded  
regional organizations, Humanas is part of the Regional Feminist Coordination, whose 
purpose is to ensure access to justice for women victims of violence.
              Ms. Benjumea has been a researcher and research coordinator in the investigations 

conducted by Corporación Humanas on sexual violence in the context of armed conflict. The investigations have estab-
lished typologies of violence and have put forward legal arguments for holding commanding officers responsible for 
violations committed by their troops.
Currently, she is representing women victims of sexual violence in a case against the paramilitaries. 
             As the director of Humans for the past three years, Ms. Benjumea has actively taken part in various fora where  
the peace process is discussed. There, she has passionately argued for the inclusion of women’s demands for peace  
in the peace process and for rejecting any accord which does not take these into account. 
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Day One:
Session Two:  International Legal Instruments for Women’s Rights

Ingunn Ikdahl
Faculty of Law, University of Oslo 

Ingunn Ikdahl (PhD, law) has carried out research on the women’s human rights and non-
discrimination with particular emphasis on women’s livelihood rights and access to natural 
resources. Women’s rights to land, housing and property were the key themes in her doctoral 
project, “Securing women’s homes. The dynamics of women’s human rights at the international 
level and in Tanzania”. Her present research centers on human rights issues related to women 
and water governance in southern and eastern Africa.
             In addition to teaching women’s law, human rights and non-discrimination at the Universi-

ty of Oslo, Ikdahl has taught and supervised students at the Southern & Eastern Africa Regional Centre for Women’s  
Law at the University of Zimbabwe. At present, she is also involved in establishing a joint European doctoral programme 
in Law and Development, EDOLAD.
             Ikdahl is currently postdoctoral research fellow at the Institute of Women’s Law, Department of Public and Interna-
tional Law, at the Faculty of Law in Oslo. She will take up a position as associate professor at the same institution from 
June 2014.

Day One:
Session Two:  International Legal Instruments for Women’s Rights

Kate Lappin
Regional Coordinator of the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, 
Law and Development (APWLD) 

Kate Lappin is the Regional Coordinator of the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and 
Development (APWLD) based in Chiang Mai, Thailand. APWLD is a network of 180 women’s 
rights organisations and activists covering 25 countries of the Asia Pacific region. APWLD 
works to build the capacity, knowledge and impact of women’s movements in Asia Pacific. 
Kate has worked to promote women’s rights and justice for almost 20 years. She previously 
lead Amnesty International’s successful campaign in Australia for a National Plan of Action 
on Violence against Women and has worked in academe, state human rights institution and the trade union movement. 
She sits on the Executive Committee of the International Women Human Rights Defenders Coalition, the coordinating 
committee of the Southeast Asian Women’s Caucus on ASEAN, the civil society advisory committee to UN Women Asia 
Pacific, represents Asia Pacific women’s groups in the Global Council for the Civil Society Partnership on Development 
Effectiveness and the United for Foreign Domestic Workers Rights Network.. 

Day One:
Session Two:  International Legal Instruments for Women’s Rights

Ruth Halperin-Kaddari
Professor, Faculty of Law, Bar-Ilan University, Israel

 Prof. Ruth Halperin-Kaddari, current member and former Vice-President of the UN  
Expert Committee of CEDAW (Committee on Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 
Against Women), teaches at Bar-Ilan University Faculty of Law, and is the Founding Director 
of the Ruth and Emanuel Rackman Center for the Advancement of the Status of Women at 
Bar-Ilan. She has earned her LL.M and J.S.D. at Yale Law School. Her fields of interest include 
family law, feminist critique of law ad of Jewish law, history and law, and more. Between 2002-

2007 she has served as the Chair of the Advisory Committee to the Authority for the Advancement of Women at the 
Prime-Minister’s Office. She wrote Israel’s three periodic Reports to CEDAW, and is the author of numerous articles in 
Israel and abroad on family law, legal pluralism, feminism and halacha, and more. Her book Women in Israel: A State of 
Their Own has been published by Pennsylvania University Press in 2004. She was awarded with the Tzeltner Award for 
young legal scholar in 2000, and with the Israel Feminist Award on behalf of US/Israel Women to Women in 2002, and  
is a co-recipient of two research grants from the National Science Foundation in the area of family law. In July 2007  
she was awarded with the US State Department International Award for Woman of Courage. She is involved in several  
international academic projects on the theme of women, state and religion. In addition to academic work, she  
occasionally serves as an expert on Israeli family law in international litigations. 

Day Two:
Session Four: The Effect of the Global Financial Crisis on Women

Gro Lindstad
Executive Director of FOKUS - Forum for Women and Development 

Gro Lindstad is the Executive Director of FOKUS - Forum for Women and Development since 
2011. Prior to that, she was Chief of Intergovernmental Relations at UNIFEM HQ in New York, 
responsible for relationship strategies towards parliamentarians and governments/minis-
tries and strategic advice to the Executive Director. 
             She has 8 years experience as a Political Adviser in the Norwegian Parliament, working 
on all issues connected to gender, equal rights and women’s rights before taking on responsi-
bility for defense and security, foreign policy and development issues.
             She has worked as Country Director for the Norwegian Refugee Council (NRC) in Croatia and BiH, with three years 
of first hand knowledge dealing with refugees, returnees and IDPs in a post-war situation. 
             She has documented qualifications as an experienced Political Adviser and Lobbyist, both through more than 30 
years of NGO activities with results connected to national authorities and politicians, and through her job as a political 
adviser. Connected to this she has in-depth experience with organization building and organizational structuring/ 
restructuring. 
             She studied law at the University of Oslo and holds a master in international human rights, also from the same 
university.
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Day Two:
Session Five: The Arab Spring and Women’s Role in Emerging Democracies 

Hibaaq Osman
CEO and Founder of Karama – Dignity and Equality

 Hibaaq Osman founded Karama, a regional movement launched in 2005 working to build 
national, regional and international coalitions to influence policies and stop violence against 
women. As Karama’s CEO, she works in partnership with civil society and youth leaders across 
the Middle East and Africa to promote women’s advancement, protection and security and 
advocate for their inclusion in decision-making and peacemaking frameworks. Hibaaq has 
led delegations of high-profile women activists, experts and policymakers from the region to 
participate in high-level international fora including the annual meeting of UN Commission on 

the Status of Women in New York, ensuring women from the region lead discussions on how to address priority concerns, 
as well as amplify the expertise of local coalitions. Also the Founder of the Global Dignity Fund and Co-Founder of the 
Think Tank for Arab Women, Hibaaq has launched civil society organizations in Libya and Syria. She a member of UN 
Women’s Global Civil Society Advisory Group and the League of Arab States’ Expert Committee on Women, Peace and 
Security, and is on the board of Donor Direct Action. Hibaaq was named one of the most influential Muslims by Prince 
Alwaleed Bin Talal Center for Muslim-Christian Understanding at Georgetown University.

Day Two:
Session Six: Women’s Participation in Peace Processes

Bandana Rana
President of Saathi and member of the Global Network of Women Peacebuilders 

Bandana Rana is one of the leaders of the women’s movement in Nepal with more than 25 
years of active engagement in promoting women’s rights and gender equality. She has worked 
from the grassroots to the national and global level to address the concerns of survivors of 
violence, marginalized and destitute women and their empowerment. She believes in creating 
opportunities, saving lives and promoting peace for a just and equal society. 
             Ms. Rana is one of the founder and currently the executive chair of Saathi a pioneer 

NGO working on violence against women and girls. She has led many advocacy programs and studies related to Gender 
Based Violence in the conflict and post conflict situation of Nepal. She is a passionate advocate for the implementation 
of UNSCR 1325 on Women Peace and Security. She worked as lead consultant for the Ministry of Peace and Reconstruc-
tion for developing the 1325 & 1820 National Action Plan in 2010/11 and is presently actively engaged in its localization, 
Implementation and monitoring.  She has conducted training programs on UNSCR 1325 in Nepal, Afghanistan, North East 
India and Iraq. 
             Ms Rana worked with Nepal Television as editor/anchor for twenty years. She founded Sancharika Samuha (Forum 
of Women in Media) and was its first elected president. The numerous advocacy programs she led focused on media 
interventions and enhancing participatory communication at all levels – community, national and regional. 
Ms Rana has in the past served as Chairperson of Nepal’s National Women’s Commission.  She was the first woman to 
serve in the board of directors of Radio Nepal and Press Council of Nepal. She has also worked as gender and commu-
nications consultant at different times with UNDP, UNCEF, UNFPA and UN Women. She is a member of the UN Women 
Global Civil Society Advisory Group and Advisory Group for Women Peace and Security for UN ESCAP. 

Day Two:
Session Five: The Arab Spring and Women’s Role in Emerging Democracies 

Madeleine Rees
Secretary General of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom 

Madeleine Rees began life as a lawyer in 1990 and within four years was made partner in a 
large UK law firm, specialising in discrimination law. In the UK, she also worked on behalf of 
both the Commission for Racial Equality and the Equal Opportunities Commission in develop-
ing strategies to establish rights under domestic law.
             In the international sphere, Madeleine brought cases to the European Court of Human 
Rights and The European Court in Luxembourg. The Chambers directory of British lawyers has 
cited her as one of the leading lawyers in the field of discrimination.
In 1998 Madeleine began working for the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights as the gender expert and 
Head of Office in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
             While there, Madeleine was a member of the expert coordination group of the trafficking task force of the Stability 
Pact, known then as the Alliance against Trafficking. Within this role, Madeleine also worked on the rule of law, gender 
and post-conflict, transitional justice and the protection of social and economic rights.
From September 2006 to April 2010, Madeleine Rees served as the Head of the Women’s Rights and Gender Unit for the 
Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights. Her work involved describing and outlining how men and women can 
experience events, particularly post-conflict situations, differently. 
             The aim of her work was to better understand and interpret the concept of Security by drawing upon human rights 
law and humanitarian law. As well, she worked to make the human rights machinery more responsive and therefore more 
effective from a gender perspective.
             Madeleine Rees has been the Secretary General of the Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom since 
2010.

Day Tow:
Closing Session: Looking to the Future  

Khalida Popal
Project coordinator with Cross Cultures Projects Association (CCPA)

 Khalida Popal is a women’s rights activist working as a project coordinator with Cross 
Cultures Projects Association (CCPA) in Denmark, organizing women’s football activities, 
grassroots football actives and seminars in Afghanistan. She also works with Hummel Inter-
national as a project consultant and coordinator forthe Afghanistan project. Before seeking 
and obtaining political asylum in Helsingør, Denmark, Popal was the Captain of the National 
Afghan women’s football team, and Leader of Afghan Women’s Football Committee. Khalida 
is themain character in the Norwegian book “Heia Kabul!”, written by Anders Sømme Hammer. 
She has educational background from teaching and business management.
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■  FOKUS – Forum for Women and Development 

– is a knowledge and resource center for 

international women’s issues, specializing in 

information spreading and women-centered 

development cooperation. 

■   FOKUS’ primary goal is to contribute to the 

improvement of women’s social, economic, and 

political situation internationally. 

■  FOKUS works primarily on the following six 

topics: women and climate change; women’s 

sexual and reproductive health and rights; 

violence against women; women, peace and 

security; women’s political participation and 

rights; and women’s economic participation and 

rights.

■   FOKUS consists of 70 women’s organizations and 

women’s committees in political parties, trade 

unions, and solidarity and aid organizations. 

■  FOKUS is the Norwegian National Committee for 

UN  Women.

■  FOKUS’ history dates back to 

the Norwegian Telethon in 1989 

when 46 Norwegian women’s organizations 

and committees collaborated on a television 

fund-raising program called “Women in the 

Third World.” A secretariatwas established to 

administer the funding, which was channeled 

through Norwegian member organizations to 

women’s organizations in the global South.   

■  In 2005, FOKUS was the beneficiary of the 

Norwegian national broadcaster’s Telethon, 

whose funds have gone to combating violence 

against women.

■  FOKUS’ work is based on the knowledge, 

methods and goals of women’s organizations 

in Norway. Building on this foundation, we 

build partnerships with sister organizations 

 internationally to realize women’s rights and 

improve their situation. This is our contribution 

to development.

Women United 
is a quarterly magazine 
published by FOKUS. 

It covers international development 
and environmental issues from 

women’s perspectives. The magazine 
contains articles in both Norwegian 

and English. Free download for 
tablets in iTunes. Search for 

“Kvinner Sammen”.This is FOKUS

@FOKUSkvinner 
#KvinnerSammen

Day Two:
Session Six: Women’s Participation in Peace Processes

Torunn L. Tryggestad
Researcher and project leader at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)

 Ms. Torunn L. Tryggestad is a researcher and project leader at the Peace Research  
Institute Oslo (PRIO). She manages the Gender, Conflict and Peacebuilding Project and the 
PRIO Gender Team, which looks into various aspects of the implementation of UN Security 
Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security. In addition to research, the PRIO 
Gender Team also do teaching and training and provide policy advice on Resolution 1325 

matters to relevant Norwegian ministries. Tryggestad’s main areas of interest are the UN and the gendered dimensions 
of conflict resolution, conflict management and peacebuilding. Her most recent publication is the article ‘State Feminism 
Going Global: Norway on the UN Peacebuilding Commission’ (forthcoming). She is the co-editor of the electronic news-
letter The PRIO Gender, Peace and Security Update. She is one of the principal authors of the Norwegian Government’s 
National Action Plan on the Implementation of UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security 
(2006). Tryggestad holds a M.Phil degree in political science from the University of Oslo.

Day One:
Session One: Opening of Conference 

Inger Skjelsbæk
Senior researcher and deputy director at the Peace Research Institute Oslo (PRIO)

Ms. Inger Skjelsbæk is senior researcher and deputy director at the Peace Research  
Institute Oslo (PRIO), and holds a PhD in Psychology from the Norwegian University of 
Science and Technology (NTNU). Her research interests include gender studies, political 
psychology, peace and conflict research, and research methodology. Skjelsbæk has been  
a visiting researcher at the University of California, Berkeley. She maintains strong links with 
the University of Oslo, where she supervises M.A. and doctoral students and gives regular 
guest lectures. Skjelsbæk has received research grants from, among others, the Fulbright 

Foundation, the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the Research Council of Norway. She is currently working  
on a project focusing on sexual violence crimes from the Bosnian war and is leading another research project, which aims 
to build up a global database on sexual violence in armed conflicts (SVAC) funded respectively by the Norwegian Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs and the Norwegian Research Council.
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PRIO Gender, Peace and Security Update 
  

 
Do you wish to follow 
PRIO’s work on gender, 
peace and conflict? The 
PRIO Gender, Peace 
and Security Update is 
an electronic newsletter 
that aims to keep 
readers informed of the 
latest developments 
both internationally and 
in Norway in relation to 

UN Security Council 
Resolution 1325 (2000) on Women, Peace and 
Security and subsequent resolutions. Read more and 
sign up at www.prio.org/gpsupdate 
  
 
 

The Peace Research Institute Oslo 
(PRIO) is a non-profit research 
institute established in 1959 whose 
overarching purpose is to conduct 
research on the conditions for 

peaceful relations between states, groups and people. The 
institute is independent, international and interdisciplinary, and 
explores issues related to all facets of peace and conflict.  
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B: Conference Hotel Radisson Blu Scandinavia
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The conference is planned and organized by the FOKUS 
- Forum for Women andDevelopment  and the Peace 

Research Institute, Oslo (PRIO) in co-operation withthe 
National Suffrage Centenary Committee 1913-2013. 

The conference is fundedby the Norwegian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Norwegian Ministry ofChildren, 

Equality and Social Inclusion
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Sustainable Democracy


